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to make any application to parliament, for the alter-
ation of any system of measures pursued by admi-
nistration; for they conceive it to be clogging the
wheels of government.    The third was, that public
meetings were not proper places to collect the sense
of a number of people.    This proposition could not
be confined to the people of Carlisle ; for the honor*
able gentleman did not mean to say there was any
essential difference between them  and other men,
that should make it more difficult to collect their
sentiments, that it was in other places.    These pro-
positions being so palpable to the administration, he
should not be surprized at seeing them supported.
A triumphant appeal bad been made by a right
honorable gentlemen  (Mr. Pitt) to the plain sense
of the house, with respect to what had fallen from
his right honorable friend (Mr. Fox)  as to the dif-
ference  between the  petitions and the  protestors.
He should appeal to that plain sense, if the pro-
testors had thought, as was contended, that a vigor-
ous prosecution of the war was the only mode  of
obtaining a firm and permanent peace, why had they
not so stated it?    Why was not the proposition that
the war was irrational, and likely to produce the
most fatal consequences to the country, denied to
the protestors ?    With respect to the comparison of
the numbers, the honorable gentleman would par-
don him if he was not inclined wholly to take for
granted whatever was  advanced  on that subject
That gentlemen had shewn that he was not suffi-
ciently careful to guard against mistakes with re-
gard to the petition ; he could not, therefore, expect
there should be no suspicion as to his accuracy on
the other side.    Though thai gentleman appeared
to think that the petitioners were not in general
entitled to respect, yet it was not therefore clear to
every one that they were not.    The number had
been stated to be contemptible; he should recollect
that the petition purported only to be signed by
freemen j whereas the other was signed by various